
 

 

Year 6 Beyond the Battle Book List  
 

 

NEW! Divergent by Veronica Roth 

 

In the world of Divergent, society is divided into five factions – Candor, 

Abnegation, Dauntless, Amity and Erudite. Every year, all sixteen-year-olds must 

select the faction to which they will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice 

Prior, the decision is between staying with her family and being who she really is. 

Her choice shocks everyone, including herself. 

 

NEW! Maze Runner by James Dashner 

 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is his 

first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him to the 

Glade - a walled encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze. 

Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to be there - or 

what's happened to the world outside. All they know is that every morning when 

the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even the Grievers, half-machine, 

half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try and find out. 

 

NEW! Scorch Trials by James Dashner 

 

Thomas was sure that escape from the maze meant he and the Gladers would get 

their lives back. But no one knew what sort of life they were going back to. The 

earth is a wasteland. Government and order have disintegrated and now Cranks, 

people driven to murderous insanity by the infectious disease known as the Flare, 

roam the crumbling cities hunting for their next victim.and meal.Thomas can only 

wonder - does he hold the secret of freedom somewhere in his mind? Or will he 

forever be at the mercy of WICKED? The pulse-pounding sequel to The Maze 

Runner. 

 

NEW! The Death Cure by James Dashner 

 

The Trials are over. WICKED have collected all the information they can. Now 

it's up to the Gladers to complete the blueprint for the cure to the Flare with a 

final voluntary test. But something has happened that no-one at WICKED has 

foreseen: Thomas has remembered more than they think. And he knows WICKED 

can't be trusted ... The time for lies is over. But the truth is more dangerous 

than anyone could have imagined. With the Gladers divided, can they all make it? 



 

NEW! Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

 

Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed men stalk 

her through the shadows. What could they want from her? 

With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and Malkin, her mechanical fox 

- Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that 

those she holds dear may be the very ones to break her heart... 

Murder, mayhem and mystery meet in this gripping Victorian adventure. 

 

NEW! Moonlocket by Peter Bunzl 

 

Storm clouds gather over Lily and Robert's summer when criminal mastermind the 

Jack of Diamonds appears. For Jack is searching for the mysterious Moonlocket - 

but that's not the only thing he wants.  

Suddenly, dark secrets from Robert's past plunge him into danger. Jack is playing 

a cruel game that Robert is a part of. Now Lily and Malkin, the mechanical fox, 

must stay one step ahead before Jack plays his final, deadly card... 

 

NEW! The Other Alice by Michelle Harrison 

 

Midge loves riddles, his cat, Twitch, and – most of all – stories. Especially because 

he's grown up being read to by his sister Alice, a brilliant writer. When Alice goes 

missing and a talking cat turns up in her bedroom, Midge searches Alice’s stories 

for a clue. Soon he discovers that her secret book, The Museum of Unfinished 
Stories, is much more than just a story. In fact, he finds two of its characters 

wandering around town. But every tale has its villains – and with them leaping off 

the page, Midge, Gypsy and Piper must use all their wits and cunning to work out 

how the story ends and find Alice. If they fail, a more sinister finale threatens 

them all . . . 

 

NEW! The Girl who walked on air by Emma Carroll 

 

Louie, who was abandoned at Chipchase's Travelling Circus as a baby, dreams of 

becoming a 'Showstopper', but Mr Chipchase keeps her hidden, tucked away in 

the ticket booth. No Death-Defying Stunts for her. But Louie has been secretly 

practising her act - tightrope-walking - and dreams of being the Girl Who Walked 

on Air . . . she just needs to be given the chance to shine. 

And the circus needs her too - Wellbeloved's rival show is stealing their crowds. 

They need a Showstopper. Desperate, Mr Chipchase reluctantly lets Louie 

perform. She is a sensation, and gets an offer from the sinister Mr Wellbeloved 

himself to perform ... over Niagara Falls. But nothing is quite as it seems and soon 

Louie's bravery is tested not just on the highwire but in confronting her past and 

the shady characters in the world of the circus. 



 

NEW! The Secret Cooking Club by Laurel Remington 

 

Twelve-year-old Scarlett is the star and victim of her mum's popular blog - the 

butt of school jokes, she's eager to stay firmly out of the spotlight. But one 

evening, she finds a gorgeous kitchen in the house next door, left empty by an 

elderly neighbour in hospital. As Scarlett bakes, she starts to transform her life, 

discovering new friends and forming the Secret Cooking Club. But can she fix her 

family, seal her friendships and find the mysterious secret ingredient? 

 

 

NEW! The House on Hummingbird Island by Sam Angus 

 

Idie Grace is twelve when she inherits a grand old house on a Caribbean island, 

and is sent away from grey old England to a place where hummingbirds hover and 

monkeys clamber from tree to tree. As a lady of property, Idie can do as she 

pleases, so she fills the house with exotic animals, keeps her beloved horse in the 

hallway, and carries a grumpy, talking cockatoo called Homer on her shoulder. But 

the island house holds as many secrets as it does animals, and the truth behind 

Idie's inheritance is the biggest secret of all . . . 

 

NEW! Fizzlebert Stump by A.F. Harrold 

 

'There are many boys in the world, all slightly different from one another, and 

most of them are referred to by names. These are often John or Jack or 

Desmond, but sometimes they are James or Philip or Simon. Once, and once only, 

there was a boy whose name was Fizzlebert.' 

Fizzlebert Stump lives in a travelling circus. But although he gets to hang around 

with acrobats, play the fool with clowns, and put his head in a lion's mouth every 

night, he's the only kid there - and he's bored. But then Fizz decides to join a 

library, and life suddenly gets a lot more exciting, when a simple library card 

application leads to him being kidnapped by a pair of crazed pensioners! Will he 

ever see the circus again? 

 

NEW! Circus of Thieves and the Raffle of Doom by William Sutcliffe 

 

Hannah's life is boring, boring, boring! But when Armitage Shank's Impossible 

Circus comes to town, Hannah's world is turned on its head. Meeting Billy Shank, 

his astonishing camel, Narcissus, and a host of other bizarrely brilliant members 

of the circus. But all is not as it seems; Armitage Shank, evil ringmaster and 

Billy's surrogate father, has a dastardly plan involving light-fingered thievery.. 

Can Hannah and Billy to stop his stinking scheme before it's too late? 



 

NEW! The Tornado Chasers by Ross Montgomery  

 

When Owen Underwood's family move to Barrow, it's because there's nowhere 

safer in the Valleys - and safety is very important. Especially when the threat of 

tornadoes, and giant bears, is constant. 

But in Barrow, safety is taken to extremes. Children have to wear bright yellow at 

all times and are never allowed outside except to go to school. How can Owen face 

an entire summer of that? 

In secret, Owen and his friends form the Tornado Chasers. Their mission: to get 

as close to a Grade 5 tornado as possible. It's time for them to face their fears! 

 

 

NEW! Coyote Summer by Mimi Thebo 

 

Sometimes I get that feeling like everyone can see right through me. Like all my 

secrets and thoughts and things I don't want anyone to see are hanging all over 

me.  

My mum has exiled me; sent me halfway across the world to live with her sister in 

Kansas. Have you ever been to Kansas? The emptiness is overwhelming.  

Everyone thinks I'm a failure. But then he sees me. The coyote, eyes golden and 

wild. And I guess it's because someone's watching me, but I start to dance.  

 

NEW! Being Miss Nobody by Tamsin Winter 

 

Rosalind hates her new secondary school. She's the weird girl who doesn't talk. 

The Mute-ant. And it's easy to pick on someone who can't fight back. So Rosalind 

starts a blog - Miss Nobody; a place to speak up, a place where she has a voice. 

But there's a problem... 

 

Is Miss Nobody becoming a bully herself? 

 

NEW! All the Things that Could Go Wrong by Stewart Foster 

 

Dan is angry. Nothing has been the same since his big brother left, and he’s 

taking it out on the nearest and weakest target: Alex. Alex is struggling. His 

severe OCD makes it hard for him to leave the house, especially when Dan 

and his gang are waiting for him at school . . . Then the boys’ mums arrange for 

them to meet up and finish building the raft that Dan started with his brother. 

Two enemies stuck together for the whole of the school holidays – what could 

possibly go wrong?  



 

NEW! Chase by Linwood Barclay 

 

Chipper is a very special dog. As part of a top-secret, multi-million dollar 

experiment to create the ultimate canine spy technology, Chipper's whole life has 

been spent within the walls of a secret organization known only as The Institute. 

Chipper is supposed to be more machine than mutt, but something's wrong and 

The Institute knows it. He's about to be terminated. Across the state, twelve-

year-old orphan Jeff Conway is working all hours at his aunt Flo's lakeside cabin 

business. He misses his parents, his old life, and the dog he had to leave behind. 

When Chipper escapes and Jeff finds himself part of the chase, The Institute's 

most ruthless agent is hot on their tail, and he wants Chipper dead . . . at any 

cost. Danger, secrets and thrilling suspense collide in Linwood Barclay's action-

packed first novel for children. 

 

Eren by Simon P Clark 

 

‘Tell the story to its end,’ says Eren with a grin. His yellow eyes are glowing like 

embers in the night. People are keeping secrets from Oli - about where his father 

is, and why he hasn't come to join them at his uncle's house in the country. 

But Oli has secrets too. He knows what lives in the attic. Eren - part monster, 

part dream, part myth. Eren who always seems so interested, who always wants to 

hear more about Oli's life. Eren, who needs to hear stories to live, and will take 

them from Oli, no matter the cost. 

 

The Railway Children by E Nesbit 

 

The story tells about   three children, Roberta (Bobbie), Peter and Phyllis are 

living a lovely, secure life at Edgecomb Villa. Their father returns home after 

being away on business, two unknown men come to visit him in the evening after 

supper, and he simply disappears. Neither the reader nor the children know what 

has happened to him until Bobbie makes a chance discovery and learns the 

horrible truth. 

 

Abomination by Robert Swindells 

 

Martha is 12 and very different from other kids—no TV, no computer, no cool 

clothes, and especially no friends. It's all because of her parents, who are strict 

members of a religious group called the Brethren. Their rules dominate Martha's 

life, and one rule is the most important of all: she must never ever invite anyone 

home. If she does, their terrible secret—Abomination—could be revealed. But as 

Martha makes her first real friend in Scott, a new boy at school, she begins to 

wonder, Is she doing the right thing by helping to keep Abomination a secret? 
And just how far will her parents go to prevent the truth from being known? 



 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

 

Albert, Carrie and young Nick are war-time evacuees whose lives get so tangled 

up with the people they've come to live among that the war and their real families 

seem to belong to another world. Carrie and Nick are billeted in Wales with old 

Mr Evans, who is so mean and cold, and his timid mouse of a sister, Lou, who 

suddenly starts having secrets.  

Their friend Albert is luckier, living in Druid's Bottom with warm-hearted 

Hepzibah Green and the strange Mister Johnny, who can talk to animals but not 

to human beings. Carrie and Nick visit him there whenever they can for Hepzibah 

makes life exciting and enticing with her stories and delicious cooking. Gradually 

they begin to feel more at ease in their war-time home, but then, in trying to heal 

the rift between Mr Evans and his estranged sister, and save Druid's Bottom, 

Carrie does a terrible thing which is to haunt her for years to come.  

 

Raspberries on the Yangtze by Karen Wallace 

 

The Yangtze in our story is not China's river, but rather a magical place in the 

Canadian countryside on the outskirts of a small town. There, in the 1950s, a 

group of children look forward to what promises to be a glorious summer. There 

are six of them—all different in age and character. Nancy is a down-to-earth girl, 

and her only challenge in life is Andrew, her elder brother. Then there are Clare, 

Amy, Sandra, and Tracy. The children have known each other and their families 

for most of their lives, but this is the year when everything they ever thought 

they knew will change. 

 

The Crowstarver by Dick King-Smith 

 

In 1926, a childless couple takes in an abandoned baby boy who, despite being 

mentally handicapped, grows to display special talents, and finds a happy niche for 

himself in their English countryside community. 

 

From Hereabout Hill by Michael Morpurgo 

 

'From Hereabout Hill' is a collection of Michael Morpurgo's short stories. Meet a 

ghost, enter the horrors of war, engross yourself in a love story, travel to ancient 

times. Whatever your mood, there's a story to suit. 



 

Fruit and Nutcase by Jean Ure 

 

This is the story of how Mandy learns to cope with her untidy life and finally 

emerges triumphant. 

Mandy Small has trouble writing so Cat, her teacher, suggests that she tells her 

life story into a tape recorder. So begins Mandy’s funny and sometimes sad story 

of life with her loving but chaotic parents – Dad, the Elvis look-alike, and Mum, 

whose idea of a special meal is burnt toast! 

Then there’s school, where the horrible Tracey Bigg picks on Mandy and her timid 

friend, Oliver, not to mention Old Misery Guts, the landlady and Nan, who thinks 

that Mandy’s parents aren’t fit to look after her. With so many things to worry 

about, Mandy begins to think that she’s in danger of turning into a real Fruit and 

Nutcase! 

 

Granny by Anthony Horowitz 

 

Twelve-year-old Joe Warden isn’t happy. Sure, he’s rich, but his parents don’t 

care about him. His grandmother should make everything better, except that 

Joe’s granny is a nightmare. She’s not just physically repulsive, she’s horribly 

mean. Everyone thinks she’s just a dotty old woman, but Joe knows the truth. 

He’s seen behind her mask and glimpsed the wicked glimmer in her eyes—she is 

pure evil. And now she’s out to get Joe, unless he can stop her and her band of 

nasty grannies first. 

 
 
 

 

Lionboy by Zizou Corder 

 

When his parents are kidnapped, what's ten-year-old Charlie Ashanti to do? 

Rescue them, that's what! He doesn't know who has taken his parents, or why. 

But he does know that one special talent will aid him on his journey - his amazing 

ability to speak Cat. Charlie calls on his clever feline friends-from stray city cats 

to magnificent caged lions-for help. With them by his side, Charlie uses wit and 

courage to try to find his parents before it's too late. 

 

Once by Morris Gleitzman 

 

Once by Morris Gleitzman is the story of a young Jewish boy who is determined 

to escape the orphanage he lives in to save his Jewish parents from the Nazis in 

the occupied Poland of the Second World War. Everybody deserves to have 

something good in their life. At least Once. Once I escaped from an orphanage 

to find Mum and Dad. Once I saved a girl called Zelda from a burning house. Once 

I made a Nazi with a toothache laugh. My name is Felix. This is my story. 



 

The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier 

 

In 1942 Warsaw, World War II is raging, and people live in fear from day to day. 

Ruth, Bronia, and Edek have to fend for themselves when both of their parents 

are taken by the Nazis. Can they survive? A gripping story based on true 

accounts. 

 

Superfudge by Judy Blume 

 

Fans young and old will laugh out loud at the irrepressible wit of Peter Hatcher, 

the hilarious antics of mischievous Fudge, and the unbreakable confidence of 

know-it-all Sheila Tubman in Judy Blume’s five Fudge books.  

 

 

The Complete Borrowers by Mary Norton 

 

Beneath the kitchen floor is the world of the Borrowers -- Pod and Homily Clock 

and their daughter, Arrietty. In their tiny home, matchboxes double as roomy 

dressers and postage stamps hang on the walls like paintings. Whatever the 

Clocks need they simply "borrow" from the "human beans" who live above them. 

It's a comfortable life, but boring if you're a kid. Only Pod is allowed to venture 

into the house above, because the danger of being seen by a human is too great. 

Borrowers who are seen by humans are never seen again. Yet Arrietty won't 

listen. There is a human boy up there, and Arrietty is desperate for a friend 

 

Silverfin by Charlie Higson 

 

Before the name became a legend. Before the boy became the man. Meet Bond. 

James Bond. Something is in the water at Loch Silverfin. Something deadly. 

Something secret. On his first day at Eton, James already meets his first enemy. 

In remote Loch Silverfin, a terrifying discovery threatens to unleash a new breed 

of warfare. 

 

The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell    

                                                                                                              

Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of 

food and fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. 

Feodora's mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. A wolf 

wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: it is a person who teaches tamed 

animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to run, and to be wary of 

humans. When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her very 

existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story 

of revolution and adventure, about standing up for the things you love and 

fighting back. And, of course, wolves. 

 



 

Dial a Ghost Eva Ibbotson 

 

The Dial-a-Ghost Agency finds good homes for ghosts. And Fulton and Frieda 

Snodde-Brittle are looking for a few frightening ghosts to "accidentally" scare 

their young cousin and heir, Oliver, to death. The ladies at the Dial-a-Ghost 

Agency have the perfect match: the Shriekers, two bloodstained and bickering 

horrors. But thanks to a mix-up at the agency, the Wilkinsons, a kind family of 

ghosts, arrive instead. Can they put a stop to the Snodde-Brittles' schemes 

before it's too late? 

 

Dragon Rider by Cornelia Funke 

 

Firedrake, a brave young dragon, his loyal brownie friend Sorrel and a lonely boy 

called Ben embark on a magical journey to find the legendary place where silver 

dragons can live in peace for ever. Along the way, they discover extraordinary 

new friends and a courage they never knew they had. Just as well, for the 

greatest enemy of all is never far behind them \- a heartless monster from the 

past who's been waiting a very long time to destroy the last dragons on earth 

 

Emil and the Detectives by Erich Kastner 

 

Growing up is the most exciting adventure of all. Join young Emil as he says 

goodbye to his mother, leaves his small town and sets off on a journey that will 

change his life. When his money is stolen on the train by a mysterious stranger, 

Emil thinks he’s lost everything. But as he starts tracking down the thief, he soon 

discovers that he’s not alone in the big city after all. For this classic tale of a boy 

learning to rely on himself – and on his new friends – the Olivier stage transforms 

into 1920s Berlin: a place full of surprises and danger, where everything moves at 

the speed of your imagination. 

 

The Diamond Brothers by Anthony Horowitz 

 

Tim Diamond is the world’s worst detective – and these two mysteries will test 

his nerves to the limit. What does strawberry yoghurt possibly have to do with 

Paris? Why on earth are Tim and his kid brother Nick invited to a remote 

Scottish island? The answer … murder! And if the Diamond Brothers don’t play 

their cards right, they could be next. 

 

Moondial by Helen Cresswell 

 

Minty believes she is a witch - not the type you would notice ordinarily - - she 

appears to be like anyone else but is quite used to seeing phantoms floating about 

the place, and thinks it is perfectly normal. Minty is very determined as well, 

which is just as important because when she goes to stay with her aunt in the 

village of Belton she soon realizes that she has a task to do. . . 



 

Operation Gadgetman! by Malorie Blackman 

 

Beans calls her dad 'Gadgetman' because of the weird and wonderful gadgets he 

comes up with - everything from exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But when 

Gadgetman accidentally invents a device that could be used to steal millions of 

pounds, the wrong people find out and Gadgetman is kidnapped! With the help of 

her friends - and her special Gadgetman Spy Kit - Beans is determined to track 

down the kidnappers and rescue her dad. But can she find Gadgetman before he 

is forced to hand over the details of his invention...? 

 

Watership Down by Richard Adams 

 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of 

adventure, courage and survival follows a band of very special creatures on their 

flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction of their home. Led 

by a stout-hearted pair of friends, they journey forth from their native 

Sandleford Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and 

adversaries, to a mysterious promised land and a more perfect society. 

 

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by Joan Aiken 

 

Wicked wolves and a grim governess threaten Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia when 

Bonnie's parents leave Willoughby Chase for a sea voyage. Left in the care of the 

cruel Miss Slighcarp, the girls can hardly believe what is happening to their once 

happy home. The servants are dismissed, the furniture is sold, and Bonnie and 

Sylvia are sent to a prison-like orphan school. It seems as if the endless hours of 

drudgery will never cease. 

With the help of Simon the gooseboy and his flock, they escape. But how will they 

ever get Willoughby Chase free from the clutches of the evil Miss Slighcarp? 

 

Peter Pan by JM Barrie 

 

Peter Pan, the book based on J.M. Barrie's famous play, is filled with 

unforgettable characters: Peter Pan, the boy who would not grow up; the fairy, 

Tinker Bell; the evil pirate, Captain Hook; and the three children--Wendy, John, 

and Michael--who fly off with Peter Pan to Neverland, where they meet Indians 

and pirates and a crocodile that ticks. Renowned children's-book artist Michael 

Hague has brought the amazing adventures of Peter Pan to life. His beautiful 

illustrations capture the wild, seductive power of this classic book. This newly 

designed edition will be enjoyed by fans young and old alike. 

 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 

 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids don't need 

heart transplants. So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. But 

he also says it's experimental, controversial and risky. And it's never been done 

before. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Watership-Down-Puffin-David-Parkins/dp/0141354968/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481195075&sr=1-1&keywords=watership+down
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Wolves-Willoughby-Chase-Chronicles-Book/dp/0099572877/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481195061&sr=1-1&keywords=the+wolves+of+willoughby+chase


 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

 

When 16-year-old Katniss's young sister, Prim, is selected as District 12's female 

representative, Katniss volunteers to take her place. She and her male 

counterpart Peeta, are pitted against bigger, stronger representatives, some of 

whom have trained for this their whole lives. , she sees it as a death sentence. 

But Katniss has been close to death before. For her, survival is second nature. 

 

The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper 

 

Will Stanton discovers on his 11th birthday that he is no mere boy. He is the 

Sign-Seeker, last of the immortal Old Ones, destined to battle the powers of evil 

that trouble the land. His task is monumental: he must find and guard the six 

great Signs of the Light, which, when joined, will create a force strong enough to 

match and perhaps overcome that of the Dark. Embarking on this endeavour is 

dangerous as well as deeply rewarding; Will must work within a continuum of time 

and space much broader than he ever imagined. 

 

The Seeing Stone by Kevin Crossley-Holland 

 

The Grace kids are just beginning to get used to Aunt Lucinda's strange old 

mansion when Simon suddenly disappears. Jared and his sister have to rely on the 

help of a mischievous house boggart, a nasty bridge troll, and a loud-mouthed 

hobgoblin to get him back. 

 

Twelve Minutes to Midnight by Christopher Edge 

 

Penelope Tredwell is the feisty 13-year-old orphan heiress of the bestselling 

magazine, 'The Penny Dreadful'. Her masterly tales of the macabre are gripping 

Victorian Britain, even if no one knows she's the author. 

 

Tug of War by Catherine Forde 

 

In 2012, The Emergency begins as terrorist bombs shatter cities and wreak 

havoc on normal life. Molly’s parents decide to send her and her brother, John, 

away to safety in the countryside. Molly is sent to Paradise Farm where she is 

cared for by Pernilla, who has always wanted a child and gives Molly everything 

she desires. Pernilla’s youthful enthusiasm is in stark contrast to Molly’s own 

frumpy mom. Molly is so caught up in her new life that she fails to take action 

when her friend, Fergal, tells her that John has been sent to live with an abusive 

farmer. It is not until her mother comes to visit that Molly realizes how 

important her family is, and how close she is to losing them. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Seeing-Stone-Book-Arthur/dp/0752844296/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194961&sr=1-1&keywords=the+seeing+stone
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Twelve-Minutes-Midnight-Penny-Dreadful/dp/0857630504/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481194944&sr=8-1&keywords=twelves+minutes+to+midnight


 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

 

Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be 

completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and 

educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of 

the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the graveyard for 

a boy. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the 

man Jack — who has already killed Bod's family.   

 

 

Minders by Diana Hendry 

 

Scully lives with his parents in an ordinary-looking semi. But they're definitely 

not an ordinary family. Scully's dad mends and sells clocks, but he's actually a 

wizard and Scully's mum can see into the future. Scully himself is trainee wizard! 

 

The Garbage King by Elizabeth Laird 

 

When Mamo's mother dies, he is abandoned in the shanties of Addis Ababa. 

Stolen by a child-trafficker and sold to a farmer, he is cruelly treated. Escaping 

back to the city, he meets another, very different runaway. Dani is rich, educated 

- and fleeing his tyrannical father. Together they join a gang of homeless street 

boys who survive only by mutual bonds of trust and total dependence on each 

other. 

 

The Weirdstone of Brisingamen by Alan Garner   

                                                                                                                

When Colin and Susan are pursued by eerie creatures across Alderley Edge, they 

are saved by the Wizard. He takes them into the caves of Fundindelve, where he 

watches over the enchanted sleep of one hundred and forty knights.                                                             

But the heart of the magic that binds them – Firefrost, also known as the 

Weirdstone of Brisingamen – has been lost. The Wizard has been searching for 

the stone for more than 100 years, but the forces of evil are closing in, 

determined to possess and destroy its special power.                                                                                                                              

Colin and Susan realise at last that they are the key to the Weirdstone’s return. 

But how can two children defeat the Morrigan and her deadly brood? 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Graveyard-Book-Neil-Gaiman/dp/0747594805/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194902&sr=1-1&keywords=the+graveyard+book


 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 

 

It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, 

and her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they 

were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger.  

"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught 

in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me be on my way. Speaking of way, by 

the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract". Meg's father had been 

experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when he mysteriously 

disappeared. Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles 

Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the forces of evil they will encounter 

on their heart-stopping journey through space? 

 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London 

 

The Call of the Wild is a novel by Jack London published in 1903. The story is set 

in the Yukon during the 1890s Klondike Gold Rush—a period when strong sled dogs 

were in high demand. The novel's central character is a dog named Buck, a 

domesticated dog living at a ranch in the Santa Clara valley of California as the 

story opens. Stolen from his home and sold into the brutal existence of an 

Alaskan sled dog, he reverts to atavistic traits. Buck is forced to adjust to, and 

survive, cruel treatments and fight to dominate other dogs in a harsh climate. 

Eventually he sheds the veneer of civilization, relying on primordial instincts and 

lessons he learns, to emerge as a leader in the wild! 

 

The Box of Delights by John Masefield 

'And now, Master Harker, now that the Wolves are Running, perhaps you could do 
something to stop their Bite?' 

A magical old man has asked Kay to protect the Box of Delights, a Box with which 

he can travel through time. But Kay is in danger: Abner Brown will stop at nothing 

to get his hands on it. The police don't believe Kay, so when his family and the 

Bishop are scrobbled up just before Christmas, he knows he must act alone . . . 

 

 

The Subtle Knife by Philip Pullman 

 

Will has just killed a man. He's on the run. His escape will take him far beyond his 

own world, to the eerie disquiet of a deserted city, and to a girl, Lyra. Her fate is 

strangely linked to his own, and together they must find the most powerful 

weapon in all the worlds... 



 

The Amber Spyglass by Philip Pullman 

 

Will and Lyra, whose fates are bound together by powers beyond their own 

worlds, have been violently separated. But they must find each other, for ahead 

of them lies the greatest war that has ever been - and a journey to a dark place 

from which no one has ever returned... 

 

 

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 

 

Black Beauty is a young black colt and loves roaming Farmer Gray's fields with his 

mother. As Black Beauty grows into a handsome stallion, he is trained into the use 

of a saddle and whip and sold to Squire Gordon of Birtwick Hall. Here, he makes 

many friends including the angry Ginger, the well-meaning Merrylegs and the 

elderly Sir Oliver, as well as stablehands James and John. When Squire Gordon 

has to move abroad to improve his wife's ill health, Black Beauty is sold again to 

Earlshall Park. So begins a hard and unsettled life for Black Beauty who is always 

at the whim of his human owners. Often he is whipped and made to wear blinkers 

or the bearing rein, at other times he must work as a cab horse on the busy 

London streets. Will Black Beauty ever be able to roam the fields again as he did 

in his childhood? What has become of his friends Ginger and Merrylegs? 

Rediscover Anna Sewell's moving tale of the hardships of being an animal in a 

human world with Scholastic's classic edition. 

 

The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliffe 

 

Four thousand men disappeared and their eagle standard was lost. It's a mystery 

that's never been solved, until now… Marcus has to find out what happened to his 

father, who led the legion. So he sets out into the unknown, on a quest so 

dangerous that nobody expects him to return. 

 

Stone Cold by Robert Swindells 

 

A tense, exciting thriller combined with a perceptive and harrowing portrait of 

life on the streets as a serial killer preys on the young and vulnerable homeless. 

17-year-old Link is distrustful of people until he pairs up with Deb, homeless like 

him. But what Deb doesn't tell him is that she's an ambitious young journalist on a 

self-imposed assignment to track down the killer and that she's prepared to use 

herself as bait ... 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Eagle-Ninth-Rosemary-Sutcliff/dp/0192753924/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194699&sr=1-1&keywords=the+eagle+of+the+ninth+by+rosemary+sutcliff
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Stone-Cold-Puffin-Teenage-Fiction-ebook/dp/0140362517/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194681&sr=1-2&keywords=stone+cold+by+robert


 

The Cay by Theodore Taylor 

 

THE CAY is a tense and compulsive survival story by Theodore Taylor of a young 

boy and an old man adrift on the ocean, then marooned on a tiny, deserted island. 

It is also a fascinating study of the relationship between Phillip, white, American, 

and influenced by his mother's prejudices, and the black man upon whom Phillip's 

life depends. 

 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 ¾ by Sue Townsend 

 

Friday January 2nd - I felt rotten today. It's my mother's fault for singing 'My 
Way' at two o'clock in the morning at the top of the stairs. Just my luck to have 
a mother like her. There is a chance my parents could be alcoholics. Next year I 
could be in a children's home. Meet Adrian Mole, a hapless teenager providing an 

unabashed, pimples-and-all glimpse into adolescent life. Writing candidly about his 

parents' marital troubles, the dog, his life as a tortured poet and 'misunderstood 

intellectual', Adrian's painfully honest diary is still hilarious and compelling 

reading thirty years after it first appeared. 

 

Cue for Treason by Geoffrey Tease 

Fleeing from the evil Sir Philip Morton, Peter Brownrigg finds himself on the 

wrong side of the law. On the run to London he meets Kit and the two decide to 

stick together. But a chance discovery endangers their lives and soon Peter is 

deep in murderous plots, secrets and even treason. Set in the turbulent days of 

Elizabeth I, this classic story of danger and intrigue conjures up a world of 

mystery, twists and turns and thrilling action. 

 

Blitzcat by Robert Westall 

She made her way down the cliff, and on to the beach. At the edge of the waves, 

she stopped, shaking her wet paws. She knew that somewhere ahead was her 

person, but far, far away. She meowed plaintively; stood staring at the moving 

blur of uncrossable sea. She led the way to safety, out of the blazing hell of 

blitzed Coventry. People touched her for luck; feared her as an omen of disaster. 

Wherever she went, she changed lives . . . From her beginning to her end she 

never wavered. She was the Blitzcat.  

 

 

The Sword in the Stone by T.H. White 

 

The extraordinary story of a boy called Wart - ignored by everyone except his 

tutor, Merlyn - who goes on to become King Arthur. When Merlyn the magician 

comes to tutor Sir Ector's sons Kay and the Wart, schoolwork suddenly becomes 

much more fun. After all, who wouldn't enjoy being turned into a fish, or a 

badger, or a snake? But Merlyn has very particular plans for the Wart. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cay-Puffin-Book-Theodore-Taylor/dp/0141354941/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194668&sr=1-1&keywords=the+cay+theodore+taylor
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-Diary-Adrian-Mole-Aged/dp/0141315989/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194654&sr=1-1&keywords=the+secret+diary+of+adrian+mole
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Treason-Puffin-Book-Geoffrey-Trease/dp/0141359439/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1481194641&sr=1-1&keywords=cue+for+treason
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Blitzcat-Robert-Westall/dp/1447284607/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481194598&sr=8-1&keywords=blitzcat+by+robert
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Sword-Stone-Essential-Modern-Classics/dp/000726349X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481194578&sr=8-1&keywords=the+sword+in+the+stone+the+white


 

Raptor by Paul Zindel 

Out in the mountains, Zack discovers a fossilised dinosaur egg. A once in a 

lifetime discovery - this could make a fortune! Zack takes it home to keep it safe. 

Only the egg isn’t fossilised – it’s hatching! And there’s an angry mother dinosaur 

who wants her baby back! 

 

 

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 

 

HERE IS A SMALL FACT - YOU ARE GOING TO DIE! It’s 1939 in Nazi Germany. 

The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-

year-old girl, is living with a foster family on Himmel Street. Her parents have 

been taken away to a concentration camp. Liesel steals books. This is her story 

and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Raptor-Zone-Book-Paul-Zindel-ebook/dp/1444902261/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481194558&sr=8-1&keywords=raptor+by+paul+zindel
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0552773891/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1481194525&sr=8-1&keywords=the+book+thief

