
 
 
 
 
 

Cheam Common Junior Academy  
SEND Information Report 2020 

 
 
Our mission statement: 
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for Special             
Educational Needs and Disability at Cheam Common Junior Academy which          
supports the school’s statement of purpose ‘Learning Together, Aiming High’.  
 
The purpose of this report is to inform all stakeholders – staff, parents, governors              
among others - of the organisation of the special educational needs and disability             
provision within our school, including the range of provision to support children with             
communication and interaction, cognition and learning difficulties, social, mental and          
emotional and mental health difficulties or sensory or physical needs.  
 
The range of support deployed will be tailored to individual needs following thorough             
assessment by internal and/or external agencies. It is designed to support pupils in             
working towards becoming independent and resilient learners and should be read in            
conjunction with the behaviour and teaching and learning policies.  
 
At Cheam Common Junior Academy we base our practice upon four main principles,             
representing core educational values:  

● Equality – all children are to be valued equally, irrespective of ability, race,             
gender or religion.  

● Entitlement – all children have an equal entitlement to a broad, balanced,            
relevant and differentiated curriculum and equality of opportunity within it.  

● Access – providing maximum access to the curriculum for children with           
special educational needs will require the cooperation, understanding and         
planning skills of all teaching and support staff, support agencies, parents and            
governors  

● Partnership – we actively seek to work with pupils, parents, teachers,           
governors, LA Officers and Support Agencies and value the contribution that           
they all make.  

 
The school aims to provide for the special educational needs of all our pupils. Our               
approach is underpinned by knowing each child really well, gathering the whole            
picture of their needs and possible barriers to learning and having a forensic             
approach to progress. We are always mindful of the current statutory guidelines as             
laid down in the Code of Practice. 
 
 



 

What types of SEN do we provide for?  
 
Types of SEND that are provided for: 
 
Cognition and Learning  
Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people            
learn at a slower pace than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation.            
Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, including moderate learning           
difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely to           
need support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility             
and communication, through to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD),          
where children are likely to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as              
a physical disability or sensory impairment. Specific learning difficulties (SpLD),          
affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a range of             
conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.  
 
Communication and Interaction  
Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs          
(SLCN) have difficulty in communicating with others. This may be because they            
have difficulty saying what they want to, understanding what is being said to them              
or they do not understand or use social rules of communication. The profile for              
every child with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. They              
may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech,              
language or social communication at different times of their lives. Children and            
young people with ASD, including Asperger’s Syndrome and Autism, are likely to            
have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience          
difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on          
how they relate to others.  
 
Social Emotional and Mental health  
Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional             
difficulties which manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming           
withdrawn or isolated, as well as displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing           
behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying mental health difficulties such          
as anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders or          
physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children and young          
people may have disorders such as attention deficit disorder, attention deficit           
hyperactive disorder or attachment disorder.  
 
Sensory and/ or physical  
Some children and young people require special educational provision because          
they have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of the              
educational facilities generally provided. These difficulties can be age related and           
may fluctuate over time. Many children and young people with vision impairment            



(VI), hearing impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require           
specialist support and/or equipment to access their learning, or habilitation          
support. Children and young people with an MSI have a combination of vision and              
hearing difficulties. Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD)            
require additional ongoing support and equipment to access all the opportunities           
available to their peers. 

How do we identify and assess pupils with SEN? 
 
We will assess each pupil’s current skills and levels of attainment on entry, which 
will build on previous settings and Key Stages, where appropriate. Class teachers 
make regular assessments of progress for all pupils.  Pupil progress meetings 
identify pupils making less than expected progress given their age and individual 
circumstances. This can be characterised by progress which:  
 
• is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline  
• fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress  
• fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers  
• widens the attainment gap  
 
In addition: 

● concerns can be raised by a teacher or a parent  
● the child asks for additional help. 

Who is our special educational needs and disability coordinator (SENDCO)          
and how can she be contacted? 
 
The SENDCo and Vice Principal is Rachel Townsend. SEND support is Sam Hart.             
They can be contacted via email: ccjsend@leoacademytrust.co.uk or on 020 8337           
1844 

What is our approach to teaching pupils with SEND?  
 
At Cheam Common Junior Academy, we know that understanding the needs of all             
pupils and providing well-matched support in addition to high quality teaching           
results in a big difference to the progress of children with SEND.  
We make sure that all teachers and teaching assistants have a clear            
understanding of the learning needs of the children in their class and teachers             
adapt their teaching to respond to these diverse needs. Teachers constantly           
endeavour to overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for          
individuals and groups of pupils.  
 
Medium and short term planning takes into account individual pupils’ needs and            
requirements. Differentiation is approached in a range of ways to support access            
to learning and ensure that all pupils can experience success and challenge in             
their learning. Organising groups within the class is considered carefully with           
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opportunities for both ability and mixed ability setting so as to maximise learning             
opportunities for all.  
 
Support from teaching assistants is provided to a variety of children with additional             
needs in their English and Maths lessons to help with the long term goal of               
developing independent learning skills. Monitoring takes place to avoid pupils          
becoming over reliant and dependent on this adult support.  
 
The provision for each child is coordinated so that they do not have a fragmented               
day and are not receiving too many support programmes at SEND Support.  
 
When interventions are put in place, assessments are always carried out at both             
the entry and exit points to track progress. Staff and the SENDCo review the              
impact of the interventions carefully along with the Senior Leadership Team to            
consider if any further support required.  
 
Strategies to support/facilitate access to the curriculum include:  

● T.A. support in some lessons  
● General S.E.N.D resources e.g. pencil grips, writing slopes, wobble         

cushions, fiddlers etc.  
● Use of laptops/iPads where appropriate  
● T.A. to scribe in some lessons Differentiated/personalised curriculum for         

pupils on  
● Visual timetables and other visual support  

 
Strategies to support English include:  

● Regularly reading to an adult  
● Reading Comprehension groups–small group work with structured reading        

schemes  
● T.A. support in English lessons  
● Wave 3 interventions such as Toe by Toe Spelling interventions across all            

year groups  
● Phonics interventions – Year 3- Year 4  
● Handwriting interventions – Years 3-6  
● High quality writing intervention groups led by senior staff for targeted           

children  
 
Strategies to support Maths include:  

● T.A. support in Maths lessons  
● Smaller classes for the lower ability children  
● Small group or 1:1 teaching delivered by skilled teachers or Higher Level            

Teaching Assistant  
 
Strategies to support speech and language include:  

● T.A.s implementing 1:1 support based on recommendations by speech         



therapists T.A.s and class teachers delivering follow up work from          
assessments and intervention by the Language and Communication Needs         
Service  

● 1:1 block therapy support delivered by a speech therapist 
● Social Skills groups run by HLTA’s and TA’s  

 
Strategies to support social and emotional needs include: 

● Social stories/ Social skills groups run by T.A.s of an HLTA  
● 1:1 work on specific targets with the Emotional Literacy Support Assistants           

(10 week programme)  
● Y5 buddies to support the new Y3 children  
● Peer mediators to help children sort out minor playground issues  
● Friends for life group for social skills / anxiety / friendships  
● Young carers group  
● Break and lunchtime clubs 

 
Strategies to support/ modify behaviour include (please see the school’s behaviour           
policy for further details): 

● Clear rewards and consequences  
● Individual behaviour plans  
● Reward charts /Good News cards  
● Behaviour support from an HLTA – 1:1 work or in-class support dependent            

upon need  
● TAs to settle children to classes between 8.45am and 9am as needed  
● Access to outside support such as Paving the Way 
● 1:1 work with Emotional Literacy Support Assistants – we have three trained            

Assistants to carry out a 10 week programme with individual children           
referred by class teachers  

● Homework club  
● Variety of extra-curricular clubs offered to all pupils (please see website for            

list of club 
● Lunchtime clubs offered to support behaviour at less structured times  
● Social skills groups run by T.A.s  
● Open communication including appointments, phone calls, via email and the          

home school diary  

How do we adapt the curriculum and learning environment? 
 
At Cheam Common Junior Academy, teachers adapt their teaching to respond to            
the diverse learning needs of the pupils in their class. They constantly endeavour             
to overcome potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and           
groups of pupils.  
 
Planning takes into account individual pupils’ needs and requirements.         
Differentiation is approached in a range of ways to support access to learning and              
ensure that all pupils can experience success and challenge in their learning.            



Organising groups within the class is considered carefully with opportunities for           
both ability and mixed ability setting so as to maximise learning opportunities for             
all.  
 
Support from teaching assistants is provided to a variety of children with additional             
needs in their English and Maths lessons to help with the long term goal of               
developing independent learning skills.  
 
Monitoring takes place to avoid pupils becoming over reliant and dependent on            
this adult support. The provision for each child is coordinated so that they do not               
have a fragmented day and are not receiving too many support programmes at             
SEND Support.  
 
For some pupils, additional arrangements and adjustments can be made to enable            
them to fully access tests. This might include additional time, rest breaks or the              
use of a scribe or word processor. The SENDCo/ class teacher will inform you              
about eligibility and applications for these arrangements.  

How do we enable pupils with SEN to engage in activities with other pupils              
who do not have SEN? 
 
Risk assessments are carried out for school visits including residential trips and            
reasonable adjustments will be made where required. Where needed the risk           
assessment would include a meeting with parents/carers as well as taking into            
account any medical advice. The destination of these trips will be taken into             
account when assessing the needs of all children. Activities and school trips are             
available to all. If it is felt necessary, a parent or carer may be asked to                
accompany a child during the activity depending on the intensity of the 1:1 support.              
School minibus may be arranged for safer transportation to and from trips.  
 
After school clubs are available to all pupils. Vulnerable pupils are given priority             
and adjustments will be made to support their participation. 

How do we consult parents of pupils with SEN and involve them in their              
child’s education? 
 
Initial concerns meetings are requested, with parents, as soon as there are any             
concerns expressed about a child.  
 
Shared target setting and review of personalised SEND Support plans by the class             
teacher with parents and pupils. These targets are shared termly with review            
comments being made by the teacher, parents and pupil. 
 
Regular consultation takes place between staff and parents/carers, but additional          
appointments (formal and informal) are offered to provide time for in-depth           
discussion involving the child. Individual targets are discussed with the parent and            



a record will be made on the child’s support plan which will include any home               
support that will be provided by parent/carer in order to help their child achieve              
each target.  
 
Parents/carers of pupils with an EHC Plan are involved in their child’s annual             
review by having the opportunity to read all the reports relating to their child’s              
progress, provide their own views and help to set targets/goals for their child with              
the professionals involved.  

How do we consult pupils with SEN and involve them in their education? 
 
We know that the only way we really find out if a child is happy, feeling safe and                  
taking part in the full life of our community is for the school to be certain that it                  
hears the voices of children, especially those who are most vulnerable. We make             
sure that we listen to children in our school and respond to what they say in a                 
number of ways, including: 
• clear policies and systems to support children in expressing any worries or             
concerns that they have  
• talking to children and/or groups of children in or after lesson observations to              
understand their experience of the lesson  
• inviting children to make personal contributions to their Annual Review meetings 
• conducting regular pupil questionnaires on “pupil voice” – giving children their say  
• encouraging children to respond to feedback given through developmental          
marking 
• ensure that our pupil voice groups are inclusive and represents the whole of our               
community  
• ensuring that our safeguarding procedures are strong and that all staff are well              
trained. 
 

How do we assess and review pupils’ progress towards their outcomes?  
 
In line with the 2014 SEND code of practice, we follow the four step continuous               
cycle of: Assess – Plan – Do – Review to enable us to assess and review pupil’s                 
progress towards outcomes.  
 
Assess  
In identifying a child as needing ‘Additional SEN Support’ the class or subject             
teacher, working with the SENCO, should carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s              
needs. This should draw on the teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil,             
their previous progress and attainment, as well as information from the school’s            
core approach to pupil progress, attainment, and behaviour. It should also draw on             
the views and experience of parents, the pupil’s own views and, if relevant, advice              
from external support services.  
 
 



Plan 
In identifying a child as needing ‘Additional SEN Support’ the class or subject             
teacher, working with the SENCO, should carry out a clear analysis of the pupil’s              
needs. This should draw on the teacher’s assessment and experience of the pupil,             
their previous progress and attainment, as well as information from the school’s            
core approach to pupil progress, attainment, and behaviour. It should also draw on             
the views and experience of parents, the pupil’s own views and, if relevant, advice              
from external support services.  
 
 
Do 
The planned adjustments, interventions and support will be put into place. The            
class or subject teacher should remain responsible for working with the child on a              
daily basis. Where the interventions involve group or one-to-one teaching away           
from the main class or subject teacher, they should still retain responsibility for the              
pupil.  
 
Review  
The effectiveness of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s             
progress should be reviewed in line with the agreed date. Parents should have             
clear information about the impact of the support and interventions provided,           
enabling them to be involved in planning next steps. A written report detailing each              
pupil’s progress is given to parents annually. 

How do we support pupils moving between different phases of education? 
 
Pupils with SEND can become particularly anxious about ‘moving on’ to new            
classes, teachers or new schools. This includes joining the school. We seek to             
support a smooth, successful transition.  
 
Admission to Cheam Common Juniors 
● The parents and the child are encouraged to visit prior to admission to familiarise               
themselves with the layout of the school and to meet with the class and class               
teacher  
● Prior to admission, the SENDCo meets the parents of pupils with SEND to gain a                
clearer picture of the child’s needs and to begin the process of establishing a              
relationship with the parents and the child.  
● Wherever possible, the SENDCo will attend Y2 Annual Review meetings to get a              
better understanding of the child’s needs and how best they can be met at the               
Juniors  
● If possible, where a child has significant needs, the SENDCo will seek parental              
consent and visit the child in their current educational setting and arrange to meet              
the professionals involved When moving classes in school  
● Information sharing meetings take place in the summer term along with analysis             
of the impact of interventions etc. by the SENDCo  
● A moving up morning in July, gives children the opportunity to meet their new               



teachers  
● Additional visits to the classroom are arranged where necessary. Photo books            
and social stories can also be made to aid transition  
 
When moving to another school  
● The SENDCo will contact the SENDCo of the new school to share information              
about special arrangements and support that has been put in place at Cheam             
Common Juniors to help your child achieve their learning goals  
● We will ensure that all records are passed on as soon as possible, including               
SEND paperwork  
● Individual arrangements may be made to visit the new school with support staff              
Transition to Secondary School  
● Arrangements for Year 6 transfer to secondary education include a transfer to             
High School meeting set up by the LA. The School SENDCo attends a meeting              
with SENCos from all the Borough Secondary schools and passes on records and             
information about pupils’ specific needs.  
● Each secondary school sends a member of their staff to meet with the children               
transferring in September. This is also an opportunity for the Y6 class teachers to              
meet with the secondary member of staff to pass on any relevant information  
● Some pupils require additional preparation for transfer to High School. This            
might include additional visits, the use of memory books, additional circle time,            
peer mentoring and the use of the Transition to High School package from the              
ASD service  
● For children with Educational Health Care Plans, the LA procedure for transition             
starts in Year 5 with a discussion about appropriate provision at secondary level.             
Parents and children are encouraged to visit secondary schools, and possibly           
special schools, a year in advance. The transfer of children with Educational            
Health Care Plans, and particularly the name of the transfer school, is further             
discussed with parents at the Annual Review held in the first half of the Autumn               
Term of Y6.  
● The LA form - Transfer to Secondary School for pupils with Educational Health              
Care Plans is completed and returned to the L.E.A. by the October half-term. This              
is to ensure that children with Statements are informed of their secondary school             
placement at the same time as their peers. The SENDCo of the receiving school is               
invited to the child’s Annual Review. If the Annual Review has taken place before              
the receiving secondary school is known, then arrangements are made to discuss            
the child’s particular needs and abilities when possible. 

How do we support pupils preparing for adulthood? 
 
At Cheam Common Junior Academy we aim to deliver a twenty first century             
education that will equip our children with the skills required to be independent and              
responsible citizens. We do this through providing a full PSHE curriculum, have            
our excellent learners’ learning attitudes and develop financial literacy through          
enterprise week, Fiver challenge in Year 6 and working with Metro bank. We are              
also a rights respecting school.  



How do we support pupils with SEN to improve their emotional and social             
development?  
 
The school takes the personal development and well-being of children very           
seriously. We know that children are unlikely to flourish unless they are developing             
positive relationships, feel safe and are adopting healthy lifestyles.  
 
We also know that some children with SEND are particularly vulnerable when it             
comes to making and keeping friendships. We address many of these issues in             
our PHSE (Personal Health and Social Education) curriculum.  
 
We encourage children to develop confidence and resilience through teaching,          
social play opportunities and through more targeted support where this is needed.            
We provide expert help for any child who is experiencing any difficulties with             
behaviour or relationships from well trained staff: for example the school’s           
Learning Mentors or the SEND Teacher.  
 
We will always consult and involve parents in the decision to offer this support. We               
promote positive behaviour as part of our philosophy of learning – for example,             
through group and paired work. You can read more about our approach to             
behaviour in our Behaviour Policy.  
 
When a child returns to school after a fixed-term exclusion, the Principal meets the              
parents and child together to agree a support plan to help her or him settle back                
into school and make good progress in learning.  
 
We have a zero tolerance of bullying and talk about all aspects of bullying in               
assemblies and lessons. We also hold an annual Friendship Week. We have very             
little bullying in our school but when it does occur we work with the children               
involved to make sure that it does not happen again. We have a whole school               
policy on anti-bullying which is available on our website. 

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our SEN provision? 

● Reviewing pupils’ individual progress towards their goals (as detailed in 
their SEND Support Plan) each term. 

● Reviewing progress towards their targets set by professionals e.g. speech 
and language. 

● Reviewing the impact of interventions through comparing entry and exit 
data.  

● Using pupil questionnaires which are then shared with our school council. 

● Monitoring by the SENCO. 

● Holding annual reviews for pupils with EHC plans.  

 



What other agencies does the school work with?  

The school works with a number of external agencies to seek advice and support 
to ensure that the needs of all children are fully understood and met. These are 
outlined below.  

Where referrals are made, parental consent will be sought and waiting times may 
apply.  

Services we buy into: 

Educational Psychology Service (E.P.)  

Will assess a pupil’s barriers to learning when they have unidentified learning 
needs and school intervention has not led to adequate progress.  They will provide 
training for staff and advice for staff and parents. 

Speech, Language and Communication Needs Service (SLCNS)  

Will carry out an assessment of a pupil’s speaking and listening skills when they 
are significantly below their expected level as described in the National Curriculum. 
They will give advice to the class teacher, additional adult and parent for follow up 
work .  They provide games and advice to parents to help support pupils at home. 

Adapt to Learn (providing support for pupils with autism)   

Offer advice and support for both staff and parents. This is only available to pupils 
with a diagnosis of A.S.D.  

The School Attendance Officer (S.A.O.)  

The S.A.O. visits the school when required and liaises with the Principal and Vice 
Principal to monitor attendance and punctuality. The S.A.O. can make home visits. 

Occupational Therapy Service (OT)  Children are referred to this service as 
necessary by their G.P. or the SENDCo.  

 

Other services we use: 

Paving the Way 

A multi-disciplinary team who provide support for children and young people with a 
range of difficulties that include; social communication, attention and 
concentration, attachment and mental health issues in the broader sense.  

C.A.M.H.S. (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)  

Children are referred to this service as necessary by their G.P. or the SENDCo. 

The School Nurse  Referrals are made by the SENDCo.  

Parent Partnership Service:  spps@sutton.gov.uk – 0208 640 4541  

Sutton Parents Forum: www.suttonparentsforum.org.uk 



What training have the staff supporting children with SEND completed or are 
currently completing?  

We have a rolling programme of training and support for staff based on the needs 
of the pupils.  This academic year we had a trust Inclusion conference where 
different members of staff received training related to SEND, including: trauma, 
precision teaching, how to support pupils with autism, nurture, executive 
functioning.   Staff are sent on more individualised training if they are supporting a 
pupil with a specific need.  

 

We also have a team of Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs) who 
receive regular supervision from educational psychologists.  

How accessible is the school environment?  

As a school we are happy to discuss individual access requirements. The current 
facilities we have include:  

● Visual timetables are used in all classrooms. 
● Modified equipment and technology. 
● Ramps and handrails into the hall and into the playground  The playground 

is on one level and accessed by a ramp leading from the entrance gate in to 
the sports cage and by a ramp leading from the studio hall. 

● A lift in the main entrance and in the Y3 corridor is suitable for wheelchair 
users. 

● There is a disabled toilet which is large enough for changing. 
● There are disabled parking bays in the car park  

Advice is taken from external agencies who may recommend equipment. 

Medical needs: 

● All staff are trained in the use of Epi-pens. 
● There are a number of First Aiders on the staff  
● Referrals can be made to the School Nurse by the SENDCo. 
● There are Health Plans for individual pupils  

Access to Wrap Around Care:  

The school has a Breakfast Club, After School Club and Holiday Club that 
welcomes all children from the school community. 

For more information see the Cheam Common Academy School Accessibility Plan 

Where can I find the school’s local offer? 

Our contribution to the local offer is: 
file:///home/chronos/u-83b8a8da8e85a64d001b18758b5ef9f57d916eb3/MyFiles/D
ownloads/Local_offer%20(1).pdf  



The local authority’s local offer where you can find details of support services is 
published here: https://www.sutton.gov.uk/info/200611/suttons_local_offer 

Who do I talk to if I am unhappy with my child’s support or progress?  

In the first instance please speak to the class teacher or Year Leader, then the 
SENDCo and then the Principal.  

Cheam Common Juniors has a graduated response to complaints. There is a 
formal procedure if a complaint is not resolved by the Principal.  

The governing body provides information to parents and supports the mediation 
process. If the parent wishes to pursue the complaint still further, they may turn to 
the Local Authority. 

A copy of the procedure ‘Policy for dealing with complaints about schools’ is 
available to parents 

When will this report be reviewed?  
This information report will be reviewed by the SENDCo every year. It will also be 
updated if any changes to the information are made during the year.  

It will be approved by the governing board.  

Which other policies should I read in conjunction with this report? 

This policy links to our policies on:  

● Accessibility plan  

● Behaviour 

● Equality opportunities  

● Supporting pupils with medical conditions 
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